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”Link4Life are hoping to extend the 
programme throughout the year and build 
on the fantastic work and relationships 
that have been built during the local 
response to Covid-19” 
Scott Hardy 
Programme Manager 

Link4Life 

 

Recipient: Link4Life and Rochdale Council Library Services 

Project: Fit, Feed and Read 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £5,000 

 
Fit, Feed and Read was an initiative delivered three days per week at Sandbrook Primary 
School from 27 July to 19 August 2020 to vulnerable children and families most in need of 
the provision identified by Social Workers, Education Welfare Service and Early Help Team.  
Also children who had been struggling with their mental health who had attended the 
Link4life #Thrive sessions were also invited to register.  In addition, Link4Life and Township 
staff redeployed to the Rochdale Council’s Emergency Response Hubs during the 
coronavirus pandemic referred families on to the programme who had contacted the hub for 
support. 
 
Link4Life worked with Rochdale Council’s Public Health Team to ensure the safety of all 
participants and staff involved conducted risk assessments for running the provision during 
the pandemic.  Schools were identified as the safest venues for delivery of the programme 
and Sandbrook Primary School was selected as they offered excellent facilities. 
 
Activities were delivered each day from 9am to 3pm and this extended provision required 
extra healthy snacks to be made available in the morning and throughout the day.  
Link4Life’s Healthy Lifestyle Team ensured every child received an enjoyable lunch and 
snacks and families were given the opportunity to take food home at the end of each 
session. 



 

 

  

Link4Life Fit, Read and Feed Sessions 
Total number of participant attendances (register sessions) 181 
Unique participants (register sessions) 24 
Participant contact hours deliver (via register sessions) 1086 
Session hours deliver (register and head count) 72 

 

Rochdale Library Service provided Link4Life staff with resources and ideas on how they 
could engage the children in the Summer Reading Challenge 2020.  Silly Squad was the 
theme of the Summer Reading Challenge for 2020 about a fun house run by a lovable squad 
of madcap animals that each enjoy a different sort of funny writing to encourage children to 
explore new genres and broaden their reading habits.  Children were invited to sign up at an 
easy to use website, create their own profile before setting their own reading goal and write a 
review for each comic, joke book, e-book, etc they read to unlock activities and incentives 
such as online badges, games and videos.  New content was provided every week 
throughout the summer with social media used to recommend eAudiobooks and free e-
magazines to download, selections of non-fiction to pick up from the Request & Collect 
library branches and drawalongs, readings and tips on making your own comics.  Link4Life 
coaches delivered interactive games and activities to bring stories and characters to life.  
Rochdale Library Service also arranged for every child who attended the Link4Life sessions 
to receive free books as part of a primary care package from the Book Trust.  Every child 
who completed the challenge received a certificate and medal. 



  

“This five year project has been the 
complete transformation of the club to a 
modern high standard facility that going 
forward will provide excellent sporting and 
leisure for the whole community” 
Andy Parton 
Treasurer 

Rochdale Sports Club 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Sports Club 

Project: Rochdale Sports Club Refurbishment 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £8,475 

 
Rochdale Sports Club (originally Rochdale Cricket Lacrosse and Squash Club) moved to the 
site of the former Redbrook School in 2016 as part of its five year development plan to 
expand the sports offer to the local community.  The club has vibrant senior and junior 
sections, strongly supported by volunteers and it benefits from a multicultural membership.  
Two secondary and nine primary schools are located within walking distance of the club and 
they encourage participation in sports on a regular basis from an early age. 
 
Refurbishment of the Rochdale Sports Club’s grounds and buildings has involved upgrading 
the upstairs function room and toilets, fire/security alarms and CCTV, cricket nets/lacrosse 
training area, double changing rooms and showers, floors/walls of two squash courts and 
provision of a 120m security fencing to the site entrance.  A grant of £50,000 was awarded to 
Rochdale Sports Club from Sports England and £56,775 from Viridor Environmental Credits 
in addition to the grant received from Rochdale North Township to enable the club to 
undertake the improvements and realised their aspirations to create a premier venue for 
sports provision. 



 

  

 

Project: British Legion Memorial Renovation 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,033.92 

 

Restoration of the British Legion Grave for soldiers who died between 1914 and 1918 in the 
First World War located in Rochdale Cemetery involved commissioning a local experienced 
mason to clean the memorial, check/reset loose kerbing and repaint lettering.  The works 
have improved the condition and visual appearance of the British Legion Grave and 
safeguards the future of this memorial in both its social and historical context as the 
community’s chosen method of remembrance and important source of information for future 
generations. 



      



      

 

Recipient: Rochdale Borough Council’s Environmental Management 

Project: St Joseph’s Field Kingsway Cricket Pitch Replacement 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £7,840 

 

Playing fields formerly belonging to St Joseph’s School provide an important green space for 
recreation.  An artificial cricket pitch on the site was no longer fit for purpose with significant 
damage. 
 
The new cricket pitch installed on St Joseph’s Field is constructed with a base layer to 
provide an even bounce, spin and pace, a batting shock pad and polypropylene turfed 
carpet.  Repair and maintenance costs for modern synthetic surfaces for artificial cricket  
pitches are non-existent compared to turf cricket pitches and it has been installed 
with a seven year guarantee.  The ECB standard pitch with its weather 
resilient surface offers a more consistent performance than grass 
so suitable for players of all ages and abilities. 
 
The popular sport of cricket can once again be played by the 
local community on St Joseph’s Field offering participants  
the opportunity to enjoy a physical social team sport  
in a safe outdoor environment. 



 

 

  

“…a positive focal point at a time when 
people are perhaps not feeling at their 
best and put in place a more sustainable 
alternative to using cut trees with all the 
associated additional costs, waste and 
unnecessary use of resources” 
Paul Dockerty 
Environmental & Cyclical Manager 

Rochdale Boroughwide Housing 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Boroughwide Housing 

Project: The Strand Christmas tree 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £2,213 

 
Rochdale Boroughwide Housing in November 2020 organised the planting of a six metre high 
Picea Abies (Norway Spruce Christmas tree) in front of the newly redeveloped The Strand on 
Kirkholt.  This area is the commercial hub and heart of the neighbourhood and it is envisaged 
that the Christmas tree would provide an attractive focal point for local residents and visitors. 
 
Historically a felled Christmas tree has been sited on The Strand and a switch on event held 
for the local community.  A permanent living Christmas tree rather than a felled Christmas tree 
each year ensures a cost effective and environmentally friendly option plus it provides an 
attractive environmental feature throughout the year.  Rochdale Boroughwide Housing will 
undertake the maintenance of the tree and each year liaise with Rochdale Council to arrange 
the dressing of the tree for the festive period.  Groundwork Oldham Rochdale (Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing’s Green Team Partnership and local charitable environmental and 
employment charity) planted the Christmas tree with the works involving their apprentices who 
are studying for NVQ2 in landscaping.  Five apprentices are recruited from the local area and 
employed on two year placements to carry out environmental improvements works whilst 
gaining a qualification.  Rochdale Boroughwide Housing is the sole funder of this Partnership 
and to date, the arrangement has delivered in excess of 300 environmental projects across the 
borough. 
 
The Christmas tree provided a welcome sight during the  
festive period for the local community with the lights ‘switch  
on’ streamed via social media channels being shared and  
receiving a high level of positive feedback. 



 

      

“Members of our club and local people 
will see the result of our work at the 
ground and appreciate the well 
maintained facilities” 
Mark Wilson 
Secretary 
Rochdalians AFC 

 

Recipient: Rochdalians AFC 

Project: Ground development/facility maintenance stage 1 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £985.98 

 

Rochdalians AFC maintain and develop the facilities at Springhill Playing Fields under 
licence from Rochdale Borough Council that include the pitches, changing facilities and 
kitchen/tuck shop.  Opportunities to participate in amateur football are provided to local 
youths and adults with teams for U6 to U9, U17 and adults (two Saturday and one Sunday 
team).  Grassroots football is important to the local community and contributes to the quality 
life of those who play the game as it improves their health, social engagement and 
confidence.  The club promotes a safer neighbourhood by encouraging young people to 
participate in a sport that enhances their social skills, builds their  
self-esteem, health and wellbeing whilst providing a positive activity  
to occupy their time. 
 
Equipment acquired to improve the club’s facilities was a replacement  
40 litre water boiler for the kitchen to ensure players and club  
supporters have access to hot refreshments and also three light  
weight petrol strimmers to maintain the pitch areas that are  
inaccessible with the tractor mower, particularly on the slopes and  
around the pitch handrail. 



  

“We have had to cancel matches due to 
water on the surface of the bowling green.  
The water removal machine will enable us to 
fulfil the fixtures and the leaf blower will keep 
the paths clear” 
Alan Rodgerson 
Secretary 

Kirkholt Bowling Club 

 

Recipient: Kirkholt Bowling Club 

Project: Kirkholt Bowling Club Maintenance Equipment 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £1,000 

 

Kirkholt Bowling Club provides recreational bowling opportunities for the local community 
with an emphasis on encouraging young people to participate in this diversionary activity plus 
a socially inclusive sport for older people.  The club has a successful junior league and 
experienced members volunteer their time on a weekly basis to teach bowling.  This social 
activity is enjoyed by young and old (members aged from 6 to 83) with the sport encouraging 
mutual understanding and respect between the generations. 
 
The club were awarded a grant to enable them to acquire equipment to maintain the grounds 
of the bowling club.  A water removal machine to efficiently remove surface water from the 
bowling green to ensure fixtures can continue despite adverse weather conditions.  A leaf 
blower to clear leaves from the footpaths and shelters around the club’s green to prevent 
them becoming slipping hazards.  This new equipment ensures Kirkholt Bowling Club’s 
grounds will be ready to welcome back players and spectators. 



 

 

 

     

 

Recipient: Centre of Wellbeing, Training and Culture 

Project: Managing healthier lifestyle 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,618.32 

 

Centre of Wellbeing, Training and Culture (CWTC) aims to raise awareness of health 
inequalities and offers support across all communities with the provision of training, 
education and arts to enrich the quality of life of the diverse, vulnerable and disadvantaged 
communities of Rochdale.  The training centre and media channel deliver high quality 
services to inspire and empower vulnerable individuals in a dignified manner to live a 
healthier lifestyle to enhance their mental and physical wellbeing.  The free to access media 
channel means individuals can obtain vital health information without the need to visit the 
centre – an imperative need during the Covid pandemic.  CWTC provide accredited level 2 
courses in Understanding Dementia, Supporting Carers, Diabetes and Mental Health for 
staff, carers and community.  Also the centre organises events for the diverse community to 
increase awareness in dementia and wellbeing plus cultural day trips for their elderly 
beneficiaries to places of interest in the North West.  The CWTC Wellbeing Café provides 
weekly reminiscence, arts for mental health, poetry, music, information and guidance from 
health and social care services.  In order to reach a wider audience, CWTC established CW 
TV, an online Community TV Channel to support community organisations and services by 
providing health information videos that are resourced in-house and translated into Urdu.  To 
support younger people, CWTC have created work placement referrals by Job Centre Plus, 
Education Business Solution and Oldham Sixth Form Academy to provide students with 
experience in office, communication and media skills.  An extensive list of freelance tutors 
and sessional workers are employed on a project basis to deliver sessions to develop 
participants’ creativity, confidence, self-esteem and inter-personal skills.  CWTC have 
regular volunteers through work placements from referral agencies who assist in activities 
and admin support to enhance their knowledge, skills and employability. 

…enabled CWTC to develop unique 
accessible online resources needed to 
support our diverse communities and 
services.  This will help increase our 
engagement with other target groups, 
attract new service users and help 
continue to build a sustainable community 
resource” 
Mohammed Sarwar 
Chief Executive, Centre of Wellbeing, 
Training and Culture 



      

  

 

CWTC during the Covid pandemic were unable to deliver their weekly activities to their service 
users and decided to engage with both their existing users and reach new audiences through 
online platforms and social media.  Information videos have been produced aimed at BAME 
communities by ensuring guidance is culturally appropriate and available in both Urdu and 
English.  The educational content of the information videos was created to mitigate fears, 
improve understanding, increase resilience and encourage improved uptake of vital prevention 
services.  The mental health and nutrition topics covered in these information videos aim to 
help to reduce the burden on health services by providing a bilingual resource and reduce the 
risk of adverse Covid-19 associated health outcomes.  Four short films were produced in Urdu 
and English languages on the topics of family resilience, nutrition (healthy diet and lifestyle for 
ethnic minority people), healthy lifestyle and arts for mental health.  The films were promoted 
to existing and new audiences through their various social marketing platforms and uploaded 
to CWTC’s YouTube channel.  The films will be shown at CWTC Wellbeing Café once the 
Covid restrictions permit the centre to open. 

Family Resilience | Video Produced by CWTC | CWTV Online - YouTube 

Film about family resilience and the importance of having people you feel close to around you 

to support you in this pandemic and general life.  Family not only being blood relatives.  

Explains that you can’t always control what happens to you but you can control how you 

respond to the situation and to always keep a positive mind set, includes a 15 step 

programme to overcome hardships that occur.  Describes how you can learn to interact with 

your family and how to not let your anger or frustration make you forget how important they 

are to you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lk07Cmcs6zY


  

Nutrition | Healthy Diet and Lifestyle for Ethnic Minority People | CWTC | CWTV Online - YouTube 

 

Film about the importance of a healthy diet and nutrition, as well as a healthy, active lifestyle. 

Specifies how minority ethnics have a higher risk of developing health conditions due to poor 

health and how to cater/alter your diet and lifestyle to help you achieve a healthier life. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MOFhPp8-E4


  

Healthy Lifestyle | CWTC | CWTV Online - YouTube 

 

 

Film about a healthy and active lifestyle and how Covid-19 could be affecting that with 

restrictions.  Gives examples of home workouts that can be done and emphasises keeping 

active and how that can positively impact your physical and mental life. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3AUIkjjc5M


 

  

Arts for Mental Health | CWTC | CWTV Online - YouTube 

 

 

 

Film about mental health and what contributes to it, eg life experiences or family genetics, 

etc.  Explains how engaging in art can be beneficial to one’s mental health and how the 

facilities they offer at CWTC can also help bring communities together, especially during 

Covid-19. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8hHW2O76M0


   

“Removal of the fencing and replacement 
with the knee rail has stopped the ASB 
issues” 
Lee Wardle 
Enforcement Officer 
Environmental Management 

Rochdale Borough Council 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Borough Council’s Environmental Management 

Project: Robinson Street knee rail 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £1,529.40 

 
Residents from the Robinson Street area had contacted Rochdale Borough Council with 
their concerns about drug dealing, drug use and associated anti-social behaviour.  
Individuals were congregating behind a wooden fence to avoid detection whilst taking part in 
these anti-social activities.  A member of Rochdale Council’s Enforcement Team conducted 
a site visit and proposed the removal of benches and the fence to resolve the issues. 
 
The benches have been removed and the wooden fence has been replaced with a knee rail 
on Robinson Street.  These measures have stopped the anti-social behaviour in the area. 

Used needles, discarded alcohol cans and 
other rubbish was found behind the fence 
on Robinson Street that evidenced the need 
for this scheme 



  

 

Recipient: Rochdale Borough Council’s Environmental Management 

Project: Springfield Park play equipment 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £5,000 

 
Springfield Park is the borough’s largest park with landscaping and recreational facilities that 
make it a wonderful asset for the local community.  Visitors to the park can enjoy the walking 
trails, outdoor gym, tennis courts, golf course, miniature steam railway, athletics track, 
football pitch, pond and children’s play area.  This well-tended green space serves as a 
valued local place for leisure and recreation; somewhere to meet friends and family, get 
some exercise, sit and read, relax, or simply take a walk that all have a profound positive 
impact on the physical and mental health and wellbeing of the local community. 
 
Friends of Springfield Park with Rochdale Council’s Environmental Management service 
were exploring various funding sources to improve the play area in the park.  The 
contribution of £5,000 from Rochdale South Township, Section 106 and Play Capital funds 
enabled the Springfield Park play area to be improved with the contract awarded to Kompan 
UK who design and build inspiring playgrounds that develop and improve children’s physical, 
cognitive, creative, and social/emotional skills in order to build key life skills and friendships. 
 
Springfield Park play area re-opened in May 2021 with a new pirate themed multi-play unit 
with accessible stairs, curly slide and an area for wheelchair users alongside two sets of 
swings for toddlers and older children including a you and me seat swing that promotes child 
and adult socialising and bonding.  Also an inclusive roundabout with a ground level design 

“…improved the current play area in 
Springfield Park to make it both a well-
used community asset and attractive 
destination play area that people from 
across the borough will want to visit” 
Michael Buczman 
Project Officer 
Environmental Management 
Rochdale Borough Council 



 

 

and handholds that function from both sides, a four-child seesaw with foot support to 
intensive the rocking and encourage cooperation, a seagull springer and rubber safety 
surface with nautical themed graphics and treasure trail.  The variety of play equipment will 
enrich children’s active outdoor play time and encourage dramatic as well as explorative 
play. 


